6-y December
the pope
The Pope's health again causes anxiety. He is said to be in
much pain from gout and a recurrence of asthma. All audiences
have been suspended, and he has been visited by members of
his family.
france
The Chamber by 352 votes to 169 expressed its confidence
in M. Blum, but the Communists abstained from voting. M.
Blum's first impulse was to resign, and it was only by a Cabinet
meeting hastily summoned that his colleagues dissuaded him.
Monday 7	parliament and the crisis
Both Houses were crowded this afternoon. In question time
Colonel Wedgwood asked the Prime Minister whether there
would be an early opportunity for discussing his motion con-
cerning the Coronation ceremony. When Mr. Baldwin replied,
"No, sir," there were loud cheers. Then Mr. Attlee asked
whether the Prime Minister had anything to add to his state-
ment last Friday. Mr. Baldwin replied:
"Yes, sir. I am glad to have the occasion of making a further
statement on the position. In considering this whole matter,
it has always been, and remains, the earnest desire of the
Government to afford to His Majesty the fullest opportunity
of weighing a decision which involves so directly his own
future happiness and the interests of all his subjects.
"At the same time they cannot but be aware that any con-
siderable prolongation of the present state of suspense and
uncertainty would involve risk of the gravest injury to national
and Imperial interests, and, indeed, no one is more insistent
upon this aspect of the situation than His Majesty.
"In view of certain statements which have been made about
the relations between the Government and the King, I should
add that, with the exception of the question of morganatic
marriage, no advice has been tendered by the Government to
His Majesty, with whom all my conversations have been
strictly personal and informal. These matters were not raised
first by the Government but by His Majesty himself in conver-
sation with me some weeks ago, when he first informed me of
his intention to marry Mrs. Simpson whenever she should be
free.
"The subject has, therefore, been for some time in the
King's mind, and as soon as His Majesty has arrived at a
conclusion as to the course he desires to take he will no doubt
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